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AVOIDABLE BLINDNESS TASK FORCE 2001 – 2002

July, 2001

Dear Avoidable Blindness Task Force Members:

A warm and enthusiastic welcome to the 2001-2002 Avoidable Blindness Task Force as we look forward to the opportunity to continue to meet the needs of the blind and visually handicapped.

President Richard King’s theme “MANKIND IS OUR BUSINESS” is most appropriate for us with this assignment of serving the needs of our fellowmen around the world to enjoy God’s beautiful Earth, to be productive citizens with the vision God endowed us with and to give hope and purpose for life to those who suffer from “avoidable blindness” such as cataracts.  The modern miracle of cataract removal and insertion of an IOL (intraocular lens) gives hope, meaning to life and self-sufficiency that is deeply appreciated.

President King has given us this assignment:  “To distribute information on avoidable blindness and facilitate linkages between those with project needs and those with available resources;  to utilize this avenue to support clubs and districts in their efforts to achieve the 2001-2002 Presidential Citation and increase membership”.

Many of you have served on this task force last year and we appreciate your willingness to continue to serve.  In addition, we extend a cordial welcome to new ABTF members and hope you will catch the excitement and joy that comes from serving the needy blind in our world.

We will continue to use our task force theme from last year:  “NEXT TO LIFE ITSELF, GOD’S MOST PRECIOUS GIFT IS SIGHT – PROTECT IT, SAVE IT AND RESTORE IT”.

We urge all Area Coordinators to contact the Zone Coordinators under them.  In turn, we suggest that the Zone Coordinators contact each district in their zone.  Ask each District Governor to appoint an Avoidable Blindness District Chairman that you can contact and work with through the year.  From our experience last year, we feel this is important.

We wish each of you a successful and rewarding year.

s/  Frank J. Devlyn, General Chairman

s/  O. Doyle Dannenberg, O.D., Assistant General Chairman
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Avoidable Blindness Task Force:



Mission Statement & Action Plan










Project Ideas













Steps for Task Force Success








Avoidable Blindness Task Force

Mission Statement

Create a worldwide awareness of the magnitude of blindness and to encourage districts and clubs to take action by supporting 1,000 new programs to prevent blindness or restore sight.

Action Plan

· Develop a list of Rotary projects, such as eye camps, cataract surgery, eye hospitals and similar activities which are seeking matching Grant sponsors

· Encourage clubs to adopt Matching Grants which provide help in treating eye disease and prevent blindness

· Encourage clubs and districts to cooperate with other local agencies and organizations which address problems of preventable blindness

· Prepare a report of new Rotary-sponsored projects related to preventable blindness at the end of the year
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Avoidable Blindness Task Force

Project Ideas

· Organize an eye camp or eye clinic where economically disadvantaged people can come for free eye care.

· Provide financial support to an eye camp, eye hospital or cataract surgery project either in your local community or overseas.

· Undertake a campaign to collect used eyeglasses and donate them to an organization that will distribute them to those in need.

· Undertake an eye donation pledge campaign in your community.

· Sponsor a seminar in your community on preventable blindness.

· Support a project that alleviates Vitamin A deficiency in children - a leading cause of blindness.

· Organize a vision-screen campaign in your community or at a local school.

· Train ophthalmic nurses to perform lid surgery for trachoma and provide basic treatment and other minor operations.

· Train ophthalmic nurses to detect glaucoma and refer individuals to ophthalmologists for care.

· Focus on River blindness prevention by use of Mectizan tablets.

	· 
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Web Sites for Avoidable Blindness Task Force Success
The following web sites contain information about world blindness in the CREATE AWARENESS suggested by Chairman Frank Devlyn.  The action groups list some of the organizations we can partner with in the TAKE ACTION phase.
Most importantly, we urge all Rotarians to visit our Task Force Web pages.

2001-2002 Avoidable Blindness Task Force Web Site:   http://www.rotarytaskforces.org  Then click on “Avoidable Blindness”

1.
CREATE AWARENESS:
A.
Share the Mission Statement with all Task Force Members.  (See page 2 - 3)
B.
Initial education to CREATE AWARENESS on blindness already exist on web pages of organizations already involved in preventing blindness.  Share these web pages with all Task Force Members.  We do not have to rewrite the book.  Publish the web pages in Rotary Magazines and publications such as The Rotary World and list them on our Avoidable Blindness Web Pages, on your Zone, District or Club Web pages, etc.
C.
Awareness education and information about Blindness & Vision can be found on the following web pages:

  1.
World Health Organization – http://www.who.int


See GLOBAL INITIATIVE FOR THE ELIMINATION OF


AVOIDABLE BLINDNESS - VISION 20/20.  The right to sight.

  2.
Prevent Blindness America – http://preventblindness.org

  3.
American Academy of Ophthalmology – http://www.aao.org

  4.
American Foundation for the Blind – http://www.afb.org

  5.
American Optometric Association – http://www.aoanet.org

  6.
The Glaucoma Foundation – http://www.glaucoma-foundation.org

  7.
Glaucoma Research Foundation – http://www.glaucoma.org

  8.
Lighthouse International – http://www.lighthouse.org

  9.
National Association for Visually Handicapped – http://www.navh.org

10.
Research to Prevent Blindness – http://www.rpbusa.org

11.
British Columbia Center for Epidemiologic & International


Ophthalmology – http://www.interchange.ubc.ca/bceio/

12.
American Diabetes Association – http://www.diabetes.org

13.
Gift of Sight – http://www.giftofsight.com

14.
TBI/Tissue Banks International – http://tbionline.org

2.
TAKE ACTION:
A.
Action groups performing surgery/treatment and would welcome participation of Rotary Volunteers:
1. 
One World Sight Project, Inc. – http://www.owsp.org

2.
International Trachoma Initiative – http://www.trachoma.org

3.
Sight Savers International – http://www.sightsavers.org.uk

4.
ORBIS-Fighting Blindness Worldwide – http://www.orbis.org

5.
Christian Blind Mission International – http://www.cbmi.org

6.
FAME – http://www.fameworld.org
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Avoidable Blindness Task Force:

   


Task Force Members (Quick Reference)









Task Force Members (Addresses)










Other Contacts for Partnering Opportunities





Task Force Member List may be found at the following address:


http://www.rotary.org/services/taskforce/blindtask.html


Task Force Members - Addresses

Task Force Chairmen:

AVOIDABLE BLINDNESS TASK FORCE -  GENERAL CHAIRMAN
Frank J. Devlyn, General Chairman
Avoidable Blindness Task Force
Cervantes Seavedra No. 25
11520 Mexico D.F. Mexico
Phone:  52-5-2624126     Fax:  52-5-2624120
E-mail:  devlynf@devlyn.com.mx 
AVOIDABLE BLINDNESS TASK FORCE -  ASS’T. GENERAL CHAIRMAN
O. Doyle Dannenberg, Assistant General Chairman
Avoidable Blindness Task Force
340 Linwood St.
Escondido, CA 93024-3714
Phone:  760/745-5375     Fax:  760/746-0204
E-mail:  doyled@nctimes.net 
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AVOIDABLE BLINDNESS TASK FORCE -  AREA COORDINATORS
Area A Coordinator (Zones : 1, 2, 3, 4 & 9)


Area B Coordinator (Zones:  5, 6, 7 & 8)

Kazuaki Morita





Umesh Megur
1-7-34 Sakae, Naka-ku




K E B Road

Nagoya, Aichi-ken, Japan 460-0008


Bidar, Karnataka, India 585401

Phone:  81-52-2291601     Fax:  81-52-2222537

Phone:  91-8482-266-42     Fax:  91-482-27880

E-mail:  kmorita@moritagrp.com



E-mail:  umegur@usa.net
Area C Coordinator (Zone 10)



Area D Coordinator (Zones:  11, 13, 17 & 18)

Yusuf Kodwavwala




Norman Cooper

Nairobi Hospital





3 Manse Wald

P.O. Box Box 30026




Tarves, Ellon

Nairobi, Kenya





Aberdeenshire, Scotland AB41 7WF

Phone:  254-2-717723     Fax:  254-2-718562

Phone:  44-1651-851604     Fax:

E-mail:  yusuf@wananchi.com



E-mail:  cooper.tarves@virgin.net
Area E Coordinator (Zones: 12, 14, 15 & 16)

Area F Coordinator (Zones:  19 & 20)

Fabio Dossi





Sizenando Affonso

Via Governolo, 28, IT-10128



Rua Jambo n. 341, J. Algarve

Torino, Italy





06700-000 Cotia SP, Brazil

Phone:  39-011-888028     Fax:  39-011-888028

Phone:  55-11-2873033     Fax:  55-11-28500+0

E-mail:  fabdossi@tin.it




E-mail:  saffonso@osite.com.br
Area G Coordinator ( Zone 21)



Area H Coordinator (Zones:  23, 24, 25, 26 &

Luis Roji Uribe





Districts 5010, 5040, 5050, 5060, 5080, 5360

Norte 9 No. 133

   



& 5370 of Zone 22)

94330 Orizaba, Veracruz, Mexico



Melvin L. Farnsworth

Phone:  52-272-53817     Fax:  52-272-63957

11307 Whistle Lake Road

E-mail:  lrucooo@yahoo.com



Anacortes, WA 98221








Phone:  360-293-2127     Fax:  360-293+-1354







E-Mail:  melfarns@fridalgo.net
Area I Coordinator (Zones:  27, 28, 29, 30 &


Area J Coordinator (Zones:  31, 32, 33, 34 &

   Districts 5550, 5580, 6290, 6330, 6380, 6400 &

Districts 7010, 7040, 7070, 7080, 7790, 7810,

   & 7090 of Zone 22)




   7820, & 7850 of Zone 22)

Edwin A. Schultz





Albert A. Alley

9490 Winterset Circle




1510 Cornwall Rd.

Plymouth, MI 48170




Lebanon, PA 17042

Phone:  734-453-6280     Fax:  734-453-9871

Phone:  717-273-0662     Fax:  717-270-9810

E-mail:  cpa1taxes@aol.com



E-mail:  wbo@nbn.net
Members-at-Large

Susumu Tsuda





Kenneth D. Tuck

3-9-12 Mizonokuchi, Takatsu, Kawasaki


3320 Franklin Rd. SW

Kanagawa, Japan 213-0001



Roanoke, VA 24014

Phone:  81-44-8330575     Fax:  81-44-8331802

Phone:  540-344-6770     Fax:  540-345-3973

E-mail:  






E-mail:  kendtuck@aol.com
Robert C. Welsh

1600 Onaway Dr.

Miami, FL 33133

Phone:  305-856-1375     Fax:  305-856-1375

E-mail:  
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ZONE COORDINATORS
ZONE 1 COORDINATORS
Akira Kato





Shigeru Kobayashi

1-7-28 Komegafukuro, Aobaku, Sendai      


14-5 Higashi-machi, Noshiro

Miyagi, 980-0813 Japan




Akita, 016-0822 Japan

Phone:  650/697-5801     Fax:  650/697-6783

Phone:  541/752-3794     Fax:  541/752-7939

E-mail:  ikuei2@lilac.ocn.ne.jp



E-mail:  

ZONE 2 COORDINATORS
Masahiro Okazaki




Soji Takeuchi

2-7-10 Shirotai-Cho, Minami-ku, Yokohama


1-6-8 Ote, Komoro

Kanagawa, 232-0023, Japan



Nagano, 384-0031, Japan

Phone:  81-45-2316001    Fax:  81-45-2316003

Phone:  81-267-221257    Fax:  81-267-221305

E-mail:  






E-mail:

ZONE 3 COORDINATORS
Takashi Okumura





Takeshi Tanaka

501-2-11-1 Sannomiya, Chuo-ku, Kobe 


7-6 Hamaashiya-cho, Ashiya

Hyogo, Japan 650-0021




Hyogo, Japan 659-0054

Phone:  81-78-3316525     Fax:  81-78-3321549

Phone:  81-797-313131    Fax:  81-797-326888

E-mail:  






E-mail:  ashicon@pop02.and.ne.jp
ZONE 4 COORDINATORS
Anthony J. Hung                         



Hiroshi Ogawa

Rm 1102 Tower 1, Lippo Centre



Tomo 902, Tomo-cho, Jukuyama

Hong Kong, Hong Kong




Hiroshma-ken, Japan 720-0201

Phone:  852-25309919     Fax:  852-25301826

Phone:  81-849-822637    Fax:  81-849-835703

E-mail:  Anthony@lkh.com.hk



E-mail:  h-ogawa@mx41.tiki.ne.jp
ZONE 5 COORDINATORS
Manoj D. Desai





Ashok M. Mahajan

Arpan, 11 Sampat Rao Colony, Alkapuri,


1001 Marathon Galaxy, L.BV.S. Marg, Mulund West

Baroda, 390005, India




Mumbai, Maharashra, 400 080 India

Phone:  91-265-334427    Fax:  91-265-33427

Phone:  91-22-5686681    Fax:  91-22-5614228

E-mail:  drdesai@netkracker.com



E-mail:  niks729@yahoo.com
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ZONE 6 COORDINATORS
M. Ozair Farooq                          



Pampati Kishen

14 Purana Paltan, 3rd F,




5-9-22/50, Adarsh Nagar, Hyderabad

Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh




And.Pra. 500063, India

Phone:  880-2-9566100    Fax:  880-2-956745

Phone:  91-40-3296086     Fax:   91-40-3237388

E-mail:  karta@ssi-idt.net




E-mail:  

ZONE 7 COORDINATORS
Geoffrey Simpson                         



John F.J. Smith

119 Ridgway Dr.





17 Colin St.

Flagstaff Hill, SA 5159, Australia



Pinjarra WA, 6208, Australia

Phone :  61-8-82702085  Fax:  61-8-82701272

Phone:  61-8-95312058    Fax:  61-8-95312058

E-mail:  gjsim@picknowl.com.au



E-mail:  jfjsmith@opera.iinet.net.au
ZONE 8 COORDINATORS
Edward J. Atkinson                        



Maurice W. Hill

P.O. Box 419, Round Corner



198 Parker St., Devonport

Sydney, N.S.W. 2158 Australia



Tasmania, 7310, Australia

Phone: 61-2-45721933     Fax:  61-2-45721937

Phone:  61-3-64236669    Fax:  61-3-64249665

E-mail:  bigted@tig.com.au



E-mail:  Maurice.Hill@tassie.net.au

ZONE 9 COORDINATORS
Pock Tuck Chung                       



Yoo-Bok Kim

165-10 Bobsang-dong




4563-4 Oakudong

Andong, Gyongsand 760-210 Korea


Sundong-ku, Seoul 133-102, Korea

Phone:  82-54-8570049    Fax:  82-54-8570049

Phone:  82-2297-1666     Fax:  82-2299-4434

E-mail:  woobum1@dreamwiz.com



E-mail:  yokim3640@yahoo.com.kr
ZONE 10 COORDINATORS
Alan R. Barrable                         



Nduka Michael Okwechime

5 Lake Nona CRes, Oakmont Mews, Morehill

37 Aiguobasimwin CRes,: Gra, PMB 1409

Benoni, Gauteng 1501, South Africa


Benin City, Nigeria

Phone:  27-11-4256834    Fax:  27-11-4256834

Phone:  234-52-253913   Fax:  234-52-253913

E-mail:  alan.barrable@pixie.co.za



E-mail:  
ZONE 11 COORDINATORS
Geortes Crapet





Christian Soubira

260 rue de Neuville, FR-62161



56 Cours de Lassus, FR-66000

Maroeuil, France





Perpignan, France

Phone: 33-3-21082291     Fax:  33-3-21082087

Phone:  33-4-68352607    Fax:  33-4-68350611

E-mail:  fm.003@wanadou.fr



E-mail:  soubira@altranet.fr












2 - 4

ZONE 12 COORDINATORS
Francesco Interesse                      



Gabriele Tristano Oppo

Piazza Garibaldi n37, 1-70122 Bari



Viale Giotto, 178, 1-52100 Arezzo,

Bari, Italy





Tuscany, Italy

Phone: 39-080-52322142   Fax:  39-080-5232142

Phone:  39-0575-20360    Fax:  39-0575-20350

E-mail:  






E-mail:  info@rotary.arezzo.it
ZONE 13 COORDINATORS
Louis Bienfait





Check Rotary Web site for additional info

Bellamylaan 5, Aerdenhout, 





NL-2111 CH, The Netherlands





Phone:  31-23-5245290     Fax:  31-23-5245290



E-mail:  louisbft!xs4all.ni





ZONE 14 COORDINATORS
Robert Altmann





Andrei Combiescu

AM Friedhof 18, DE-48291



POB 1-525, 103 Sp.1, Independentei

Telgte, Germany





Bucharest, RO-70 100, Romania

Phone:  49-2504-3560     Fax:  40-1-4115672

Phone:  40-1-4103027     Fax:  40-1-4115672

E-mail:  robby.telgte@t-online.de



E-mail:  aacombi@cantacuzino.ro
ZONE 15 COORDINATORS
John R. Ortengren




Hannu V. Savala

P.O. Box 49010, SE19121




Lant. Rantakatu 69 D 45

Sollentuna, Sweden




Turku, FI20100, Finland

Phone:  46-9-966910     Fax:  46-8-354146


Phone:  358-2-4698580     Fax:  46-8-350956

E-mail:  john.ortengren@swipnet.se


E-mail:  hannu.savola@pp.inet.fi
ZONE 16 COORDINATORS
Bjarne Andersson





Johan Chr. H. Daae-Qvale

Stenhus Kostskole, Stenhusvej 20-A


Solnor Gaard

Holbaek DK-4300, Denmark



Skodje N-6260, Norway

Phone:  45-5944-3159     Fax:  45-5944-3659

Phone:  47-702-44730     Fax:  47-702-44739

E-mail:  yeoba@post9.tele.dk



E-mail:  jd-qvale@online.no
ZONE 17 COORDINATORS
Alan William Lillington




R. Gordon R. McInally

Apartment 6, Whitburn Hall, Sunderland,


22 Echline Park, South Queensferry

Tyne & Wear SR6 7JQ, England



W. Lothian EH30 9QX, Scotland

Phone:  44-191-5294562     Fax:  44-191-5294562

Phone:  44-131-3372983     Fax:  44-870-1259939

E-mail:






E-mail:  rgr.mcinally@wnilworld.com
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ZONE 18 COORDINATORS

Richard H. Jeffery




Brian Key

6 Hartington Rd., Aldeburgh



69 Brandy Ave., Southmoor

Suffokl IP15 5HD, England



Oxon, OX13 5DA, England

Phone:  44-1473-210672     Fax:  44-1728-454825

44-1865-821326     Fax:  44-1865-820702

E-mail:  dickjeffery@aldeburgh6.fsnet.co.uk


brian.key@lineone.net
ZONE 19 COORDINATORS
Rodolfo Puelma Madsen




Roberto Schellhas

Maipu 979, Casilla 914




Alverez Thomas 1595

Punta Arenas, XII Region, Chile



Rosario SF 2000, Argentina

Phone:  56-61-224522     Fax:  56-61-222226

Phone:  54-341-4485344     Fax:  54-341-4259696

E-mail:  rpuelma@entelchile.net



E-mail:

ZONE 20 COORDINATORS
Marco Antonio Gazel




Flavio A. Q. Mendlovitz

Rua da Consolacao 3701, apt. 801



SQS 316 Bloco “B” Apt. 104

Sao Paulo, SP 01416-001, Brazil



Brasilia, DF 70387-020 Brazil

Phone:  55-11-38250552     Fax:  55-11-38250552

Phone:  55-61-3463836     FaxL  55-61-3462962

E-mail:  gazel@uninet.com.br



E-mail:  flavio.mendlovitz@apis.com.br
ZONE 21 COORDINATORS
Victor M. Casaretto




Check Rotary web site for additional info.

Espana 1124, Fray Bentos

Rio Negro 65000, Uraguay

Phone:  59-8-5625555     Fax:  59-8-5623434

E-mail:  casareto@adinet.com.uy
ZONE 22 COORDINATORS
John I. Frid





Gary L. Stephens

1059 Unsworth Ave.




117 Benny Benson Dr. 

Burlington, ON L7T lR8, Canada



Kodiak, AK 99615

905-529-1088     Fax:  905-529-2158


Phone:  907-486-8414     Fax:  907-486-8414

E-mail:  jfrid@worldchat.com



E-mail:  gstevens@kodiak.alaska.edu
ZONE 23 COORDINATORS
Tony De Angelis





Tom McAllister

824 Alpine Ave.





4417 Union School Rd., NE

Burlingame, CA 94030




Woodburn, OR 97071

Phone:  650-697-5801     Fax:  650-697-6783

Phone:  503-982-6216     Fax:  503-981-5823

E-mail:  deangel@pacbell.net



tomvedam@yahoo.com
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ZONE 24 COORDINATORS

Cyrus Johnson





LeRoy G. Massey

1595 Kirk Ave.





6483 N. Augusta

Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-3517



Fresno, CA 93710

Phone:  805-495-3518     Fax:  805-495-0829

Phone:  559-348-1957     Fax:  559-348-1951

E-mail:  cy-johnson@email.msn.com


E-mail:  massey2000@aol.com
ZONE 25 COORDINATORS
David R. Green





John H. Vandel

12829 Hillside Rd.




2041 Main St.

Lake Park, MN 56554    




Torrington, WY 82240

Phone:  218-532-2719     Fax:



Phone:  307-532-2214     Fax:  307-532-2298

E-mail:  droyleg@aol.com




E-mail:  jhvandel@prairieweb.com
ZONE 26 COORDINATORS
Noel A. Bajat





James E. Cook

501 Fifth Street





7017 Adirondack Trl.

Abbeville, LA 70510




Amarillo, TX 79106

Phone:  337-893-1170     Fax:  337-893-9244

Phone:  806-353-1525     Fax:  806-351-2256

E-mail:  noel@abbemae.com



E-mail:  jecvsc@earthlink.net
ZONE 27 COORDINATORS

Gordon B. Baldwin




Thomas L. Herlache

975 Bascom Mall, U.W. Madison



1737 Memorial Dr.

Madison, WI 53706




Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235-1059

Phone:  608-263-2077     Fax:  608-262-5485743-9992
Phone:  920-743-5551     Fax:  920-743-9992

E-mail:  gbaldwin@facstaff.wisc.edu


E-mail:  therlache@itol.com
ZONE 28 COORDINATORS
Robert Arbuckle





Harlan D. Whichello

803 N. Campus Court




44339 Chedworth

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783



Northville, MI 48167

Phone:  906-635-2202     Fax:  906-635-6671

Phone:  734-459-7255     Fax:  734-459-7436

E-mail:  rarbuckle@gw.lssu.edu



E-mail:  whichello@msn.com
ZONE 29 COORDINATORS
Mike Kumpuris





George J. Mahl, III

7606 Westwood Ave




5817 Citrus Blvd.

Little Rock, AR 72204




New Orleans, LA 70123

Phone:  501-561-1288     Fax:  



504-733-8050     Fax:  504-733-8052

E-mail:  mkumpuris@webtv.net



E: mail:  GMahl@aol.com
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ZONE 30 COORDINATORS

N. Wayne Simms

3749 Everest Dr.

Montgomery, AL 36106

Phone:  334-279-4900     Fax:  334-279-7197

ZONE 31 COORDINATORS
Leon Horwitz





Frank D. Massa

21 Clifton Blvd.





P.O. Box 199, Main Street

Binghamton, NY 13903




North Troy, VT 58590

Phone:  607-772-0660     Fax:  607-723-6972

802-988-2640     Fax:  802-988-4333

E-mail:  pandlhorwitz@msn.com



E-mail:  fmassa@together.net
ZONE 32 COORDINATORS
Eileen M. Gentilcore




M. Kenneth Ruskin

20 Colony Ln.





1812 Front Street

Syosset, NY 11791




Scotch Plains, NJ 70260

Phone:  516-921-5933     Fax:  516-921-0206

Phone:  908-322-2743     Fax:  908-322-2743

E-mail:  






E-mail:  274professional@worldnet.att.net
ZONE 33 COORDINATORS
Harry L. Brogden





Everett B. Padgett, Jr.

105 Labans Ln





114 Willoughby Park

Lincolnton, NC 28092




High Point, NC 27265

Phone:  704-735-9867     Fax:  704-732-3408

Phone:  336-883-4128     Fax:  336-841-7690

E-mail:  hbrog@conninc.com



E-mail:  rotary7690@northstate.net
ZONE 34 COORDINATORS

Jerold A. Mills





Francisco S. Velez

2770 Palm Aire Drive N.




229 Carr #2, Apt. B-H

Pompano Beach, FL 33069



Guynabo, Pueto Rico 00966

Phone:  954-974-7696     Fax:  954-973-1077

Phone:  787-783-8587     Fax:  787-775-9236

E-mail:  jerrymills@usa.net



jufrank@hotmail.com
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Section 3


Web Sites for:



Matching Grants to Support Avoidable Blindness







Matching Grants Application










New Opportunities Grants Applications Form







Community Projects Database



World Community Service Project Data Form







New Avoidable Blindness Initiative      






The Rotary Foundation Matching Grants Application, the New Opportunities Grants Application Form as well as a number of other forms may be downloaded from the following web address:

http://www.rotary.org/newsandinfo/downloadcenter/foundtion/index.html
Community Projects Database which includes information on projects by Rotary clubs and Districts in a wide variety of service areas as well as providing ideas for projects and the opportunity to benefit from the experience of other Rotarians may be found at the following web address:

http://www.rotary.org/programs/projectsadg/index.html
World Community Service Project Data Form and Rotary International Donation Offer Form may be obtained by ordering the following publication – 

World Community Service Handbook: A Guide to Action - #742-EN-(397)

It may be ordered by writing to:
Rotary International

One Rotary Center

1560 Sherman Avenue

Evanston, IL 60201 USA

The cost is $2.00 per booklet
There is also a database for World Community Service Projects.  That database can be found at the following web address:

http://www.rotary.org/programs/wcs/projexch/database.html


The information and forms for the New Avoidable Blindness Initiative may be found at the following web address:

http://www.frankdevlyn.org/blindness/news.htm
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Section 4





Causes of Blindness:



Cataract                              











Childhood Blindness    










Trachoma            






River Blindness             









Glaucoma                                









Diabetic Retinopathy









Conjunctivitus










Ocular Hypertension










Macular Degeneration










Anterior Uveltis











Dry Eye












Kertatoconus










Cataracts


[image: image2.png]



A cataract is a clouding of all or part of the normally clear lens within your eye which results in blurred or distorted vision.  Cataracts are most often found in persons over age 55, but they are also occasionally found in younger people.

No one knows exactly what causes cataracts, but it is known that a chemical change occurs within the eye to cause the lens to become cloudy.  This may be due to advancing age, heredity or an injury or disease.  Excessive exposure to ultraviolet radiation in sunlight, cigarette smoking or the use of certain medications are also risk factors for development of cataracts.

Although cataracts develop without pain or discomfort, there are some indications that a cataract may be forming.  These include blurred or hazy vision, the appearance of spots in front of the eyes, increased sensitivity to glare or the feeling of having a film over the eyes.  A temporary improvement in near vision may also indicate formation of a cataract.

Currently, there is no proven method to prevent cataracts from forming.  During a comprehensive eye examination, your optometrist can diagnose a cataract and monitor its development and prescribe changes in eyeglasses or contact lenses to maintain good vision.

If your cataract develops to the point that it affects your daily activities, your optometrist can refer you to an eye surgeon who may recommend surgery.  During the surgery, the eye’s natural lens is removed and usually replaced with a plastic artificial lens.  After surgery, you can return to your optometrist for continuing care.
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Childhood Blindness (Xerophtamia)

[image: image4.png]





Children under five can go blind through a combination of malnutrition and common childhood diseases such as measles and diarrhea.  These all deplete the body’s stores of Vitamin A, which is essential for developing healthy eyesight.

350,000 children go blind each year as a result of vitamin A deficiency and over half of these children will die during the next twelve months.

Three things would prevent most of this suffering:  making sure children get a diet rich in Vitamin A (or giving capsules); immunizing them against measles; and, providing regular health and eye care.
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Trachoma

[image: image5.png]


Trachoma is one of the oldest infections known to man and the leading cause of preventable blindness in the world today.

Worldwide, there are about 6 million people blinded by Trachoma and an estimated 146 million cases with the active disease in need of treatment.

Trachoma starts as a painful recurrent conjunctivitis, which can be treated with antibiotics.  Repeated attacks scar the eyelids causing them to turn inwards.

With each blink, the lashes scratch the eyeball until sight is gradually and painfully lost.  An operation turning back the lashes will prevent blindness.

Trachoma is easy to prevent.  The infection can be stopped in its early stages with a small tube of Tetracycline ointment costing very little.
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River Blindness (Onchocerciasis)
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Two million people have severely impaired vision and 350,000 are totally blind.  Eighteen million are infected with River Blindness and a further 80 million are at risk.  The disease is most prevalent in Africa.  It is caused by parasitic worms, which are spread by the bite of the black simulium fly.  It causes years of suffering, including severe itching and debilitation, before invading the eye and leading slowly to permanent blindness.  It blinds young adults when they should be at their most economically productive period.

An annual dose of Mectizan kills the minute offspring of the parasitic worms which cause the damage.  It must be taken for over ten years to break the transmission cycle of the disease.
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Glaucoma

[image: image7.png]


Glaucoma is an eye disease in which the internal pressure in your eyes increases enough to damage the nerve fibers in your optic nerve and cause vision loss.  The increase in pressure happens when the passages that normally allow fluid in your eyes to drain become clogged or [image: image8.png]


blocked.  The reasons that the passages become blocked are not known.

Glaucoma is one of the leading causes of blindness in the U.S.  It most often occurs in people over age 40.  People with a family history of glaucoma, African Americans and those who are very nearsighted or diabetic are at a higher risk of developing the disease.

The common type of glaucoma develops gradually and painlessly without symptoms.  A rarer type occurs rapidly and its symptoms may include blurred vision, loss of side vision, seeing colored rings around lights and pain or redness in the eyes.

Glaucoma cannot be prevented, but it diagnosed and treated early, it can be controlled.  Vision lost to glaucoma cannot be restored.  That is why it is recommended that a people at risk or glaucoma have annual eye examinations.

Treatment for glaucoma includes prescription eye drops and medicines to lower the pressure in the eyes.  In some cases, laser treatment or surgery may be effective in reducing pressure.
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Diabetic Retinopathy

[image: image9.png]


Diabetes is a disease that interferes with the body’s ability to use and store sugar and can cause many health problems.  One, called Disbetic Retinopathy, can weaken and cause changes in the small blood vessels that nourish your eye’s retina, the delicate, light sensitive lining of the back of the eye.  These blood vessels [image: image10.png]


may begin to leak, swell or develop brush-like branches.

The early stages of diabetic retinopathy may cause blurred vision, or they may produce no visual symptoms at all.  As the disease progresses, you may notice a cloudiness or vision, blind spots or floaters.

If left untreated, diabetic retinopathy can cause blindness.  This is especially true if you are a diabetic or if you have a family history of diabetes.
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Conjunctivitus

Conjunctivitis is an inflammation of the conjunctiva, the thin, transparent layer[image: image11.png]


 that lines the inner eyelid and covers the white part of the eye.

The three main types of Conjunctivitis are infectious, allergic and chemical.  The infectious type, commonly called “pink eye” is caused by a contagious virus or bacteria.  Your body’s allergies to pollen, cosmetics, animals or fabrics often bring on allergic conjunctivitis.  Irritants like air pollution, noxious fumes and chlorine in swimming pools may produce the chemica form.

Common symptoms of conjunctivitis are red watery eyes, inflamed inner eyelids, blurred vision, a scratchy feeling in the eyes and sometimes, a puslike or watery discharge.  Conjunctivitis can sometimes develop into something that can harm vision.
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Ocular Hypertension

[image: image12.png]


Ocular hypertension is an increase in the pressure in your eyes that is above the range considered normal with no detectable changes in vision or damage to the structure of your eyes.  The term is used to distinguish people with elevated pressure from those with glaucoma.

Ocular hypertension can occur in people of all ages, but it occurs more frequently in African Americans, those over age 40 and those with family histories of ocular hypertension and/or glaucoma.  It is also more common in those who are very nearsighted or who have diabetes.

Ocular hypertension has no noticeable signs or symptoms.
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Macular Degeneration
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Macular degeneration is the leading cause of blindness in America.  It results from changes to the macula, a portion of the retina that is responsible for clear, sharp vision and is located at the back of the eye.

Most people with macular degeneration have the dry form, for which there is no known treatment.  The less common wet form may respond to laser procedures, if diagnosed and treated early.

Some common symptoms are a gradual loss of ability to see objects clearly, distorted vision, a gradual loss of color vision and a dark or empty area appearing in the center of vision.

Central vision that is lost to macular degeneration cannot be restored, However, low vision devises such as telescopic and microscopic lenses can be prescribed to make the most out of the remaining vision.
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Anterior Uveltis

Anterion uveitis is an inflammation of the middle layer of the eye, which includes the iris and adjacent tissue, known as the ciliary body.  If untreated, it can cause permanent damage and loss of vision from the development of glaucoma, cataract or retinal edema.  It usually responds well to treatment;  however, there may be a tendency for the condition to recur.  Treatment usually includes prescription eye drops, which dilate the pupils, in combination with anti-inflammatory drugs.

Anterior uveitis can occur as a result of trauma to the eye, such as a blow or foreign body penetrating the eye.  It can also be a complication of other eye disease, or it may be associated with general health problems such as rheumatoid arthritis, rubella and mumps.  In most cases, there is no obvious underlying cause.

Signs and symptions may include a red, sore and inflamed eye, blurring of vision, sensitivity to light and a small pupil.  
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Dry Eye

[image: image14.png]


The tears your eyes produce are necessary for overall eye health and clear vision.  Dry eye means that your eyes do not produce enough tears or that you produce tears which do not have the proper chemical composition.  Often dry eye is part of the natural aging process.  It can also be caused by blinking or eyelid problems, medications like antihistamines, oral contraceptives and antidepressants, a dry climate, wind and dust, general health problems like arthritis or Sjogren’s syndrome and chemical or thermal burns to your eyes.

If you have dry eye, your symptoms may include irritated, scratchy, dry, uncomfortable or red eyes, a burning sensation or feeling of something foreign in your eyes and blurred vision.  Excessive dry eyes may damage eye tissue, scar your cornea and impair vision and make contact lens wear difficult.
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Kertatoconus

[image: image15.png]


Keratoconus is a vision disorder that occurs when the normally round cornea becomes thin and irregular shaped.  This abnormal shap prevents the light entering the eye from being focused correctly on the retina and causes distortion of vision.

In its earliest stages, keratoconus causes slight blurring and distortion of vision and increased sensitivity to glare and light.  These symptoms usually appear in the late teens or late twenties.  Keratoconus may progress for 10 to 20 years and then slow in its progression.  Each eye may be affected differently.  As keratoconus progresses, the cornea bulges more and vision may become more distorted.  In a small number of cases, the cornea will swell and cause a sudden and significant decrease in vision.  The swelling occurs when the strain of the cornea’s protruding cone-like shape causes a tiny crack to develop.  The swelling may last for weeks or months as the crack heals and is gradually replaced by scar tissue.
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World Community Service Projects – Avoidable Blindness




Avoidable Blindness Task Force
World Community Service Projects Exchange List
Country


Area





Project Number 
India



pune-Kothrud



WO4144
Project Description 
Suplly the Jagriti School for Blind Girls with five Braille machines.  The residential school has an enrollment of 72 students but currently possesses only five Braille machines.  Additional machines are needed to assist the students in their educationa pursuits.  Pune-Kothrud Rotarinas will make a modist contribution towards the purchase of the machines and will acquire some Braille books and white canes for the school.
Resources required:  US $1,125 / 

Contact:
Girish Kshirsagur


Himali J ¾. S. No. 8/13, Erwandwane, Pune (MAH) 411 004, India


FAX:

20-746-3349


Home:

20-543-2605


Office:

20-747-4578


e-mail:

girish40@hotmail.com
Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India    


Madurai Mid Town          


WO3767
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Support a massive cataract removal campaign for the economically disadvantaged region of Sivagangai in Tamil Nadu.  Madurai Mid-Town hopes to erase a backlog of at least 14, 670 patients awaiting cataract procedures or the correction of other “eye problems”.
Resources required :  US $122,345

Contact:
G. Thiruvasagam


Anna Illam, 3/171, Indian Bank Colony, Illrd Street, Narayanapuram, 



Madurai (TN) 625 014, India








FAX:

452-641-490
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Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
Philippines


Cainta





WO4044
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Bring music into the lives of disadvantaged youth and persons with disabilities, expecially the visually impaired.  Current the students are taught at irregular intervals by volunteer trainers using old instruments.  The project will offer music lessons to 50 targeted students.  The music training component include lessons in strings, percussions and wind instruments, as well as voice lessons.

Resources required:  US $6,226
Contact:

Emelita G. Aguirre



1400 Belmont Street, Brookside Subdivision, Cainta, Rizal, Philippines



FAX:

2-551-4701



Home:

2-656-9550



Office:

2-832-0891



e-mail:

agl@info.com.ph
Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India      


Khurja     




WO4062
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Upgrade, enlarge and modernize the eye care facility at Rotary Eye Hospital in Khurja.  The center is the only eye care facility within a forty mile radius and will serve approximately 50,000 patients.  With upgraded equipment, the facility will be able to provide quality eye care to its residents.  The project will also supply the center with a van that will provide transportation for those living in rural areas.
Resources required:  US $38,500 total – Ewuipment - $21,000;  Instruments - $3,000:  Hospital furniture - $3,500;  Generator - $500; Van - $10,500

Contact:

Kalash Chandra Gupta



New India Printing Press, Khurja (UP) 203131, India



FAX:

5738-43933



Home:

5738-42033



Office:

5738-43433



e-mail:

None Listed
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Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India



Arehalli         




WO4264
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Give sight back to hundreds of people suffering from cataracts.  The majority of residents in Arehalli are financially unable to afford cataract surgery.  This project would like to establish an eye operation camp whaer those suffering will be provided with surgery free of caharge.  Through corrective surgery, these residents will benefit from a much improved quality of life.

Resources required:  US $1,200
Contact:

P.F. Saldanha



Dodlackoonda Estate, Ankihally Post, Belur TA, Hassan Dt.



Karnataka 573 214, India



Home:

8177-41050



Office:

8177-22470



e-mail:

None Listed
Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India



Varkala         




WO4291
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Give the students at a blind school in Kerala the gift of potable drinking water.  The “Light to the Blind” school is a charitable, residential program that supports 150 blind students.  Water is currently acquired through an open well which dries up during the summer months.  It is therefore necessary to install a new well with a pumping system and overhead tank for storage.  This will provide the students with a more hygienic, accessable water supply.

Resources required:  US $6,000
Contact:

N. Muraleedharan



Neelagiri, Near Sub Treasury, Varkala,



Kerala, India



FAX:

None Listed



Home:

472-603282



Office:

472-602362



e-mail:

None Listed
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Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India



Burla           




WO4295
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Upgrade the facilities available to students at a school for sight and hearing impaired children.  More than 50 students are supported at the school which lacks funding for basic facilities.  They are in need of potable drinking water, sleeping leiens, food containers, a Braille typewriter and books.  The quality of education will increase drastically with these additions thus providing the students with a greater chance of finding employment.

Resources required:  US $6,521
Contact:

P.C. Mishra



Depart of Environmental Sciences, Jyoti Vihar, Orissa 768 019. India



FAX:

663-431-901



Home:

663-430-301



Office:

663-431-033



e-mail:

pramod_envsu@hotmail.com
Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India



Waltair         




WO4297
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Support a school for the blind so that its students will be able to fine proper employment.  The Helen Keller Memorial Association for the Blind currently provides an education to blind children in Andhra Pradesh in the hopes of giving them life and job skills.  However, the school is in need of further vocational training equipment.  Waltair Rotarinas hope to obtain an envelope making maching along with the cost of installation and the required paper.

Resources required:  US $6,435
Contact:

G. Jaya Rao




16-4-5, Official Colony, Visakhapatnam (AP) 530 002, India



FAX:

891-565-459



Home:

891-566-778



Office:

891-704-729



e-mail:

jayaraogainedy@usa.net
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Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
Philippines


Pasig Sunrise




WO4218
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Develop a program that will provide vision and auditory screening to children.  At present, students in elementary schools are not given proper testing.  As a result, many do not perform to the best of their ability.  This project will screen students and fit those in need of eyeglasses and hearing aids.  Approximately 9,000 students will benefit.

Resources required:  US $4,000
Contact:

Jimmy S. De Guzman



48-E Gen. Delgado St., Bgy. San Antonio, Pasig, MM, Philippines



FAX:

2-633-2267



Home:

2-632-0133



Office:

2-633-2267



e-mail:

None Listed
Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India  



Honavar     




WO4230
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Establish a clinic that will provide eye care to those in need.  After 30 years of conducting vision screens and surgical eye camps, the Rotary Club of Honavar has acquired land for a permanent clinic.  The clinic will conduct regulay eye exams, followed by any mandated treatment, including surgery.  Honavar Rotarians invite clubs to assist them with furnishing the clinic.  The project will benefit more than 8,000 people.

Resources required:  US $14,500 – to purchase furniture and equipment
Contact:

Kiran Balkur



N.H. 17, Honavar (KAR) 581 334, India



FAX:

None listed



Home:

838-20226



Office:

838-202261



e-mail:

None Listed
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Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India



Anakapalle 




WO3639
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Supply an eye hospital with equipment to treat persons suffering from cataracts.  It is estimated that over 250,000 people are affected with cataracts in the villages surrounding Anakapalle.  Most of the population in the villages live below poverty level, with no facilities for eye care.  The project will equip a 20 to 30 bed eye hospital for the needy, particularly tribals.

Resources required:  US $12800 for a slit lamp, keratometer, indirect and direct ophthalmoscopes, a scan, operating microscope, surgical instruments and out patient equipment.  Donated intraocular lenses welcome.
Contact:

P. Venkata Rao



Annapurna Bhawan, 11-3-41, Jampavari Street, Anakapalli (AP), 531 001,



India



FAX:

8924-241438



Home:

8924-222419



Office:

8924-222415



e-mail:

None Listed
Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
Pakistan


Ruryila      




WO3759
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Upgrade the facilities at a training center for visually handicapped women.  Schools are able to provide education for these women only through the 10th grade.  This program hopes to provide these students with further training by way of knitting, weaving and envelope making.  With these additional skills, the search for employment will be much easier.  More than 100 handicapped women will benefit, annually.  Local Rotarians will contribu $1,000 toward the project.

Resources required:  US $ 8,511
Contact:

P.L.N. Sarma



Flat No. S-1, City Life Apts., 56/11 MVP Colony, Visakhapatnam (AP)



530 017, India



FAX:

891-551-484



Home:

891-538-083



Office:

891-563-427



e-mail:

hamsa.mithra@rmc.sprintrpg.ems.vsnl.net.in
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Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India



Khandwa      




WO2847
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Build and equip a 10 room regional eye hospital.  The Khandwa club has constructed a small clinic, which, like the planned hospital, serves 150 villages.  Since the original registration of this project, Khandwa Rotarians have continued to make progress on the clinic by raising US $9,000 to construct three more rooms in addition to receiving an eye scan microscope from Kohn Rotarians in Germany.
Contact:

Shyam Khandelwal



Chartered Accountants, Goal Bazaar, Khandwa (MP) 450-001, India



FAX:

733-22551



Home:

733-22355



Office:

733-22898
Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
Bouake


Cote D'lvoire            



WO4060
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Help bring volunteer eye doctors to the poor people of Bouake.  since 1995, an eye diseases center and two pavilions have been built with the collaboration of the Rotary club of Udine in Italy, allowing volunteer oculists to perform over 300 cataract operations for the Operazione Vista project.  Bouake Rotarians need assistance to fund the construction of a third operating theater with an annexed optical laboratory and to pay for the airfare and incidentals for four groups of doctors and nurses.
Contact:

Paolo Miani



Via Marconi 5, 33100 Udine, Italy



FAX:

Non Listed



Home/Bus:
432-505-067



e-mail:

rotary.udine@spin.it
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Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India



Penugonda            



WO3667
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Equip a permanent eye hospital for the poor in the West Godavari District, where an estimated 220,000 people are cataract affected.  The hospital will render eye care by providing cataract operations and other minor surgeries for people on the brink of blindness.  A Rotarian ophthalmologist will assist by giving his services free.  The hospital will perform 100 outreach camps and 5,000 eye surgeries.  donated equipment is welcome.  Ophthalmologist volunteers are also needed to help perform surgeries.
Contact:

K. Subba Reddy



Jaya Nursing Home, Penugonda (AP) 534 320, India



FAX:

8819-66211



Home:

8819-66141



Office

8819-66141



e-mail:

None Listed
Country                      
Area                                                       
Project Number       
India



Sangamner            



WO3784
Project Description                                                                                                                          
Supply an eye care hospital serving mountainous tribal regions with ophthalmic equipment.  This facility was founded by Rotarians in 1989 and is the only eye care clinic for the region.  The hospital needs an operative microscope, suture material, ophthalmo scope and several other items in order to continue providing quality eye care and operations to needy patients.  Sangamner Rotarians are very involved in identifying patients, contributing financially to the hospital and providing free food and medicine to the patients during their stay.
Contact:

Kamalakar G. Pathak



Indira Gandhi Marg, Pathak Hospital



Sangamner (dist. Ahmednagar), (MAH) 422 605, India



FAX:

2425-55096 or 2425-55503



Home:

2425-55069



Office:

2425-3748



e-mail:

None Listed
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Other Non-Rotary Projects – Avoidable Blindness Projects





One World Sight Project         






World Health Organization – Vision 2020 Project



Christian Blind Mission International (CBMI)



World Cataract Foundation



Operation Eyesight Universal



TBI/Tissue Banks International

One World Sight Project may be contacted at:


360 San Miguel Drive, Suite 403


Newport Beach, California 92660 USA


Phone – 949/720-0984


Fax – 949/720-1457


e-mail – info@owsp.org

Website – http://www.owsp.org  

World Health Organization may be contacted at:


World Health Organization


Office of Public Information


Geneva, Switzerland


Phone – 41-21-791-2584


Fax – 41-22-791-4858


e-mail – inf@who.int

Website – http://who.int  

Christian Blind Mission International (CBMI) may be contacted at:


Christliche Blindenmission International (CMBI)


Postfach 104;  Seestrasse 160


8027 Zurich, Switzerland


Phone – 41-1-202-21-24


Fax – 41-1-201-20-55


e-mail – http://www.cbmizurich@cbmi.org  

World Cataract Foundation may be contacted at :


World Cataract Foundation


Attn:  Donald R. Dunavant, PhD, Executive Director


6463 Poplar – Suite 101


Memphis, TN 38119


Phone – 901/379-0405


Website – http://www.worldcataract.org
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Operation Eyesight Universal may be contacted at:


Operation Eyesight Universal


Don O’Dwyer, Senior Director Programs


# 4 Parkdale Crescent N.W.


Calgary, AB T2N #T8, Canada


Phone – 800/585-8265


Website – http://www.giftofsight.com


TBI/Tissue Banks International may be contacted at:


TBI/Tissue Banks International


Attn:  Liz Robinson, Development Associate


815 Park Avenue


Baltimore, Maryland 21201


Phone – 410/752-3800


Website – http://www.tbionline.org
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